W

00

<]

ON ON SEA

www.morpethherald.co.uk Thursday,July10,2014

CLUBS & SO

Send your club reports by email to: morpeth.herald@jpress.co.uk or
by post to: Morpeth Herald, 17 Newgate Street, Morpeth NE61 1AW

MORPETH ROTARY CLUB

Sue and Owain Harris are
keen motorcyclists and a few
yearsagotheyhelped tofound
a charity called Northumbria
Blood Bikes.

The National Blood Serv-
icedoesnot operate after 7pm
on aweekday and is closed at

'| weekends. Theblood bike vol-

unteers aim to fill the gap.
They carry blood free of
chargetohospitalsafter hours
- hospitals would otherwise
havetouseataxiandtaxicosts
to bring in blood are around

each hospital.

Members are all keen bik-
ers who fund-raise and use
their own money to pay for
the charity. The founders got
intouch withthe National As-
-sociation of Blood Bikes and

| they sent someone to the re-

gion to tell them how to start
up such a charity. .
They listened and agreed
toset up thenwerefaced with
lotsof paperwork toarrangea
constitutionand acommittee.
A system of fund-raising was

| the most important element.

They bought an infor-
mation display unit, special
jacketswith thelogoand fund-
raising tabards and they do
not claim individual expens-
es. Any money that they raise
stayswithin thelocal area.

In addition, the National
| Association can give financial
support tolocal areas for spe-

| cial projects.

The volunteer riders must
beover2s, havehad twoyears
experience of riding with a
full licenee and have passed
the advanced test. Bikes have
fobepurchased with theright
| carrying capacity before add-
v ing the official hvery and a

£20,000 to 30,000 a year at

Members hear of vital
two-wheeled service

Sue and Owain Harris of the Northumbria Blood Bikes charity during their recent presentatlon at Morpeth Rotary

Club.

bluelight.

They have to pay for main-
tenance, tax, insurance and

petrol. They depend on do-

nations and fund-raising at
weekends, including at ma-
jor mass participation sport-
ing events such as the Great
North Run and Great North
Swim and a skydiving activi-
ty. They bought two Triumph
Trophies after their most re-
cent efforts.

The blood is carried in in-
sulated, sealed cool bags that
are picked up from the Nation-
al Blood Transfusion Service
on Barrack Road in Newecas-
tle. They have a rota of riders
who go on call from 7pm and
on some days they maynot be
needed, but on others they
will be out on jobs all night.

They go as far north as
Berwick and as far south as
Darlington and head west to
Hexham and Barnard Castle
among other places. When a
hospital agrees to work with
them, it signs a service level

-agreement. The charity has

monthly meetings, and there
isanopenmeetingeverythree
months and an annual meet-
ing open to the public.

Around 120 bikers are in-
volved, with 50 trained to ad-
vanced level and also trained
on how to carry the blood.

They can only run with
bluelights oniftheyare given
a special letter from a hospi-
taltosaytherunisurgentand
even then they do not break
the speed limit.

Bikes carry a tracker so

they can be monitored for
speed andlocationat any time.
Other urgent items could be
carried if there is room, such
asX-ray plates or breast milk.

Hospitalsusingthescheme
include Wansbeck General,
North Tyneside General, the

* RVI,Queen Elizabethin Gates-

head, Darlington Memorial,
South Shields Generaland the
James Cook University Hospi-
talin Middlesbrough.

The other bikes they have
include a Honda, BMW and
two Yamahas, all 1200-1300
ce, and some smaller bikes.
They have a website and Fa-
cebook page.

Gordon Bolton gave avote
of thanks and said that the

~ clubhopedtomakeadonation

during the next Rotaryyear.
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